
 

 
More than 200 000 displaced in violence 

By Francis Hweshe 
 
More than 200 000 immigrants were displaced in the recent xenophobic attacks, at 
least 62 died and a "large number" returned to their native countries, in spite of 
many being in South Africa for "many years", a new study has shown. 
 
Released on Wednesday more than 30 000 people were deported,the report, 
entitled Protecting Refugees, Asylum Seekers and Immigrants in South Africa, was 
conducted by the Consortium for Refugees and Migrants in South Africa, based at 
the University of the Witwatersrand. 
 
It was planned to dovetail with the commemoration of World Refugee Day on 
Friday. 
 

The findings indicate that at the root of the xenophobic 
attacks were: disaffection and anger among local people at 
worsening economic conditions; lack of service delivery; 
perceived competition with immigrants for jobs; scarce 
business opportunities; and incitement by organised crime. 
 
The report also takes account of the deepening Zimbabwe 

crisis, which has resulted in many people fleeing to South Africa. 
 
"The absence of a humanitarian programme for Zimbabweans has heightened 
anti-foreigner sentiments and tensions," it said, raising concerns that immigrants 
without documentation were also subjected to labour exploitation. 
 
This had fostered a perception that they were stealing jobs "by working for less 
than the minimum wage". 
 
The document is critical of "the heavy-handed way in which police have conducted 
immigration raids", saying this had led to a perception by perpetrators of violence 
that they were helping weed out "illegals" from the country. 
 
"Until such time as (the) government signs the International Convention on the 
Protection of the Rights of All Migrant workers and Members of their Families, or 
develops policy around the employment of undocumented migrants, both human 
rights and labour standards will be severely undermined," said Kaajal Ramjathan-
Keogh, of Lawyers for Human Rights. 
 
Similarly, he added, "denying healthcare or education to migrants puts us all at 
risk". 
 
The report laid blame at the door of the police for abuses of immigrants, including 
extorting bribes, and detaining and deporting unaccompanied minors as young as 
seven, who would have "migrated from neighbouring countries due to the death of 
parents, lack of money or not being in school". 
 
These children also worked in exploitative conditions in various sectors, such as on 
farms.  
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It called for a shift away from policies aimed at controlling migration to ones aimed 
at managing it. 
 
"Such thinking â€¦ recognises the value of migration in local and regional social 
and economic development (and) â€¦ would provide further opportunities for 
regionaMore than 200 000 displaced in violence trade at various levels, and 
promote skills-sharing across the region." 
 
Last year, according to the report, more than 30 000 people were deported, up 
from 25 000 the previous year. 
 
It described the deportations as "expensive, embarrassing and ineffective", and 
commended the introduction of the Refugee Amendment Bill, designed to 
"aggressively and comprehensively reshape the Department of Home Affairs". 
 
 
 

� This article was originally published on page 12 of The Cape Argus on June 
19, 2008 
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