Identify and approach a public school close to you.
They will give you an application form which you
must complete.

If the child was born in South Africa, a South
African birth certificate will be required. This can be
obtained at your nearest Department of Home
Affairs (DHA) office.

If you are an asylum seeker, an Asylum Permit will
be required. This, like the Refugee Permit, is also
obtained at a Refugee Reception Office at DHA.
Schools will require that you give them proof that
your child has been immunized against various
diseases such as measles, polio, TB, hepatitis.
Immunization can be done free at any public
hospital or clinic in South Africa.

A transfer card or equivalent document from the
last school the learner attended.

NB: The principal is obliged by law to assist the
parents and the learner to ensure that they get the
requirements. The child must however be enrolled
conditionally while waiting for the documents.

WHAT IF I CANNOT AFFORD
SCHOOL FEES

Many asylum seekers, refugees and undocumented
migrants' do not send their children to school because
they do not have money for school fees, registration
fees as well as uniforms. School fees should not be a
barrier to children's access to education. South African
law states that no child shall be denied access to
education at a public school because their parents do
not have money for school and registration fees.
Refugees and asylum seekers like South African
children can apply for an exemption. School principals
are obliged to assist you in applying for school fee
exemptions. There are four types of exemptions
available to you: Full exemption, automatic exemption,
partial exemption and conditional exemptions. Your
financial status will determine the kind of exemption
you should receive. A child who receives a social grant
is exempted from paying school fees.




The Consortium for Refugees and Migrants in South
Africa (CoRMSA) is a registered Non Profit
Organisation whose main objective is the promotion
and protection of the rights of asylum seekers,
refugees and other international migrants in ways that
ensures the well being of all in South Africa. CoRMSA is
comprised of a number of member organisations
including legal practitioners, research units, and
refugee and migrant communities.

CoRMSA's mandate involves strengthening the
partnerships between refugee and migrant service
providers to provide improved co-ordination of
activities. This includes developing working
relationships with other concerned organisations to
provide an effective forum for advocacy and action
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