
ment on International 

Human Rights Day. 

Cormsa together with 

partners organised and 

celebrated the Interna-

tional Migrants Day in 

Alexandra which was 

very successful. Cormsa 

with Scalabrini Centre of 

Cape Town organized a 

successful two (2) days 

SADC workshop, bringing 

together many activists 

and experts from across 

SADC countries and 

abroad to discuss critical 

issues relating to Mi-

grants and refugees in 

the region. In this issue, 

there is also an update 

on Lesotho Special Per-

mit and many more. 

Welcome to the last 

edition of CoRMSA 

newsletter for Novem-

ber and December 

2015. In this edition we 

highlight some of the  

work being done by 

Cormsa but we also in-

clude international 

meetings and work-

shops organised during 

the same period.  

The year-end is around 

the corner but we con-

tinue to actively protect 

the rights of refugees 

and migrants in South 

Africa as our main concern 

in all programmes. 

During the months of No-

vember and December, 

Cormsa participated at the 

57th session of the African 

Commission on Human 

and Peoples’ Rights 

(ACHPR) in Banjul-Gambia. 

We conducted a Capacity 

building Workshop at Letl-

habile in the North West 

Province; CoRMSA mem-

bers and Annual General 

Meeting took place in No-

vember. We issued a state-

ment to Stop the violence 

against women and chil-

dren on the move in line 

with 16 Days of Activism 

against Gender-Based Vio-

lence as well as a state-

Ending the year on a good note-Protecting the rights of Refugees and migrants 
remains our main concern  

Announcement of the Lesotho Special Permit on Track - Gigaba 

South Africa will grant a 
moratorium on deporting 
Lesotho nationals until 
December 2016. 

This is to facilitate the 
smooth implementation 
of the Lesotho special 
permit dispensation, 
which was approved by 

Cabinet in October. 

Home Affairs Minister 
Malusi Gigaba said on 
Wednesday that Febru-
ary 2016 was the tar-
geted date for the official 
start of the Lesotho spe-
cial permit programme, 
when they expected to 

start receiving applica-
tions. 

Once in place, the special 
permit will be valid for 
four years, from May 
2016, until April 2020. 

Continues  on page: 2 
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World Refugee Day 

2016 

A postmortem meeting 

was held … to start early 

planning of the world 

refugee day celebration 

in South Africa with the 

Department of Home 

Affairs taking the lead to 

co-hosting the event 

with the City of Johan-

nesburg , the United 

Nations High Commis-

sioner for Refugees and 

partners. Further up-

dates will be communi-

cated as preliminary 

planning continue early 

2016. 

http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women/take-action/16-days-of-activism
http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women/take-action/16-days-of-activism
http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women/take-action/16-days-of-activism


 CoRMSA in partnership with 

Scalarbrini Centre of Cape Town 

hosted a SADC workshop from 

14th to 15th December 2015 on 

Migration for Development and 

Human Rights: Breaking out of 

the security paradigm. Work-

shop is tok place at Sunnyside 

Park Hotel, Park Town in Johan-

nesburg. Participants were from 

South Africa, Zimbabwe, Malawi, 

The Democratic Republic of 

Congo, Mozambique, Holland, 

Lesotho and Tanzania. 

Delegates during the workshop session at Sunnyside park hotel in Johannesburg 

CoRMSA SADC Workshop 

The Lesotho Special Permit on Track – Gigaba 

holder the right to ap-
ply for permanent resi-
dence." 

Gigaba said the Lesotho 
special permit would 
advance the goals of 
the National Develop-
ment Plan. 

"It makes no business 
sense also to sustain 
funding for deporta-
tions that can clearly be 
avoided, with Lesotho 
being among the four 
highest countries 
whose nationals South 
Africa deports." 

On Zimbabwe special 
permits, Gigaba said 
they had had around 
208 967 online applica-

tions, with 160 still un-
der review due to tech-
nical issues. 

197 790 Zimbabwe spe-
cial permits had been 
approved and 25 re-
jected. 

Gigaba said visa facilita-
tion centres had closed 
down all of its Zim-
babwe special permits 
and they would con-
tinue issuing uncol-
lected permits until 
January 2016. 

Source:  http://
a l l a f r i c a . c o m /
s t o -
ries/201511251779.ht
ml: News24 

Continues from page 1 

Gigaba said the mora-
torium on deportations 
for Lesotho nationals 
would exclude people 
with negative police 
clearances and those 
who had been released 
from prison after serv-
ing their sentences. 

Applicants must also 
not have a criminal re-
cord. Lesotho nationals 
who voluntarily surren-
dered their fraudulent 
permits or SA passports 
and IDs would be 
granted amnesty. 

"To be noted is that the 
special dispensation 
does not grant the 

“To be noted 

is that the 

special 

dispensation 

does not 

grant the 

holder the 

right to 

apply for 

permanent 

residence” 
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The Consortium for Refu-

gees and Migrants in 

South Africa (CoRMSA) in 

partnership with the Co-

ordinating Body for Mi-

grants and Refugee Com-

munities (CBRMC), Am-

nesty International South 

Africa (AISA) and the City 

of Johannesburg Metro-

politan Municipality, Mi-

gration Unit (Migrants 

Help Desk) hosted an In-

ternational Migrants Day 

event on the 18th De-

cember 2015 at Alex San-

Kopano Community Cen-

tre, in Alexandra. The 

event brought together 

key actors in the migra-

tion sector to acknowl-

edge migrants’ contribu-

tions and resilience in 

South Africa.  

International Migrants Day is 

an international day observed 

on 18 December as appointed 

by the General Assembly of 

United Nations on 4 December 

2000, taking into account the 

large and increasing number of 

migrants in the world. On 18 

December 1990, the General 

Assembly adopted the Interna-

tional Convention on the Pro-

tection of the Rights of Migrant 

Workers and Members of their 

Families. Every year there is a 

theme associated with the day 

and this year’s global theme is 

“Worldwide # IamaMigrantCand

lelight Vigil to Remember Lost 

Migrant Lives”. 

Reaffirming the above-

mentioned resolution, 

CoRMSA, CBRMC, AISA and CoJ 

(Migration Unit) with the sup-

port from Foundation for Hu-

man Rights  (FHR) saw a need to host 

this event to remember refugees and 

migrants who tragically lost their lives 

this year in search for peace and oppor-

tunities elsewhere. In line with the 

above IOM 2015 theme, and as high-

lighted earlier, this event will bring to-

gether government departments, civil 

society organisations, migrants and 

refugees as well as South Africa commu-

nities together to remember and recog-

nise the struggle, hardship and espe-

cially the contribution of migrants and 

refugees to their host countries and par-

ticularly South Africa. This event also 

aims to celebrate the rights of migrants 

and provide a platform for communities 

to express their support and solidarity 

with migrants and refugees. The event 

also served as a reminder of the rights 

guaranteed to all migrants by the Mi-

grant Workers Convention. 

 

 

International Migrants Day celebration-2015 

Rwandese cultural group (Gihozo) performing  during the  international migrants day event 
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In observing the International 

Human Rights Day on 10th De-

cember 2015, the Consortium for 

Refugees and Migrants in South 

Africa (CoRMSA) in partnership 

with the City Of Johannesburg 

Metropolitan Municipality 

(Migration Unit), ProBono.org 

and Legal Aid South Africa 

(Alexandra Office) embarked on 

an outdoor interactive and hu-

man rights educational informa-

tion sharing activity with the ac-

tual communities in Diepsloot 

Township. The activity took place 

at the Diepsloot Mall. This activity 

was for Organisations to directly 

interact with beneficiaries in their 

communities on issues relating to 

the protection and access to hu-

man rights holistically. There two 

information stall at the mall both 

filled with educational informa-

tion materials. Over 300 copies of 

South African Constitutions to-

gether with other educational 

information materials such as 

access to health care, education 

and social grants, HIV/AIDS, gen-

der based violence etc were dis-

tributed to community members 

who visited our stalls. Majority of 

community members who 

visited our two stalls in-

formed us that it was the 

first time in their entire 

lives to have a copy of the 

South African constitution 

in their hands. They also 

shared with us that having 

such copy in their posses-

sion will help them and 

their families to read and 

understand their rights and 

limitations and how other 

spheres of government 

operate including the 

chapter 9 institutions. This 

kind of an activity should 

be carried out to other 

townships and communi-

ties in remote areas. The 

Department of Justice and 

Constitutional Develop-

ment should take the con-

stitution to the people as 

there is a great need. By so 

doing, the South African 

Constitution will become 

their human rights refer-

ence booklet.  

The Consortium for Refugees and Migrants in South Africa join the rest of the world in commemorating 
the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women. The United Nations General As-
sembly has designated November 25 as the International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against 
Women.        Continues on page: 5 

International Human Rights Day 

Stop the violence against women and children on the move 
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Mr. Thifulufheli Sinthumule-CoRMSA National Pro-
gramme Coordinator during Human Rights Day event 
December 2015  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_General_Assembly
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_General_Assembly


Continues from page 4 
The premise of the day is to 
raise awareness of the fact 
that women around the 
world are subject 
to rape, domestic violence 
and other forms of violence. 
Every year this day has a 
global theme and this years’ 
global theme is from the 
United Nation Women 
(UNWomen)   “Prevent vio-
lence against women”. In 
strengthening the global 
theme, CoRMSA adopted 
the “Stop the violence 
against women and children 
on the move” theme to re-

late and promote the protec-
tion of women and children 
on the move especially the 
asylum seekers, refugees and 
migrants on the move and 
destitute. The International 
Day for the Elimination of Vio-
lence against Women intro-
duces the 16 Days of Activism 
against Gender-Based Vio-
lence that run until 10 Decem-
ber, International Human 
Rights Day. The 16 Days of 
Activism against Gender-
Based Violence Campaign is a 
time to galvanize action to 
end violence against women 
and girls around the world.  

CoRMSA calls for the stop of vio-
lence against women and children 
on the move in South Africa and the 
rest of the world as this group of 
people are the most vulnerable to 
human rights violation and abuse.  
CoRMSA calls upon the South Afri-
can government and the rest of the 
world to adhere to the gender 
equality goal that aims to end all 
forms of discrimination against 
women and girls. CoRMSA also calls 
upon the South African Commission 
for Gender Equality in order to pro-
mote and adhere to the Sustainable 
Development Goals for the protec-
tion of women. 

Stop the violence against women and children on the move 

Capacity building Workshop at Letlhabile in the North West Province 

Members of the Traditional 
Tribal Authorities and victim 
empowerment centres 
around North West Province.  
Participants were taken 

through chapter of the South 

African Constitution, in par-

ticular the Bill of Rights and 

how to access those rights 

using the constitution and 

empowering legislations. 

They were also taken through 

the immigration laws and 

refugee laws in South Africa 

and how migration is regu-

lated in South Africa. The 

presentation also covered the 

aspect of how to assist migrant 

clients on different problems. 

The presentation and discussion 

were all linked to the challenges 

identified by the participants. 

What came out most critically 

from both the presentation and 

discussion is the lack of docu-

mentation for non-nationals in 

the province and this lead to 

their inability to access some of 

the basic services and human 

rights.  

Under the Migration Laws and 
Human Rights Capacity Build-
ing programme, CoRMSA con-
ducted a capacity building 
workshop to Letlhabile Net-
work Against Domestic Vio-
lence, Child Abuse & HIV-AIDS 
on 18th Novermber 2015.  
A total number of 48 partici-
pants attended the training of 
which the majority of the par-
ticipants were women. Partici-
pants were from the network 
partner organisations, Commu-
nity policing forum (CPF), De-
partment of Social Develop-
ment, Department of Labour, 
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On 19th November 2015, CoRMSA held 

its Annual General Meeting and the last 

Members Meeting of 2015 at Sunnyside 

Park Hotel, Johannesburg. This brought 

together CoRMSA members to share 

and deliberate on issues affecting asy-

lum seekers, refugees and migrants 

across the country, regionally and inter-

nationally and to develop strategies that 

address challenges affecting non-

nationals. 

CoRMSA members and Annual General Meeting 

CoRMSA participated at the 57th session of the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights (ACHPR) in 

Banjul-Gambia 

Nyabally called on States Parties to 

fully implement the provisions of 

the African Charter towards the 

promotion and protection of hu-

man and peoples’ rights on the 

African continent. He stated that 

the Sessions of the Commission are 

an opportunity to assess the imple-

mentation of States’ obligations 

under the African Charter on Hu-

man and Peoples’ Rights (the Afri-

can Charter), and urged all States 

Parties and stakeholders present at 

the Session to fully participate in 

the deliberations and to support 

the work of the Commission. 

CORMSA delivered a statement at 

the African Commission 57th Ses-

sion. “Migration is not a security 

issue it is a human rights issue! 

End child immigration detention in 

Africa!”. The current chairperson 

of the commission is Honourable 

Commissioner Pansy Tlakula. 

The Commission holds two 
ordinary sessions per year and 
may meet, if need be, in ex-
traordinary sessions. The Afri-
can Commission on Human 
and Peoples’ Rights (the Com-
mission) held its 57th Ordinary 
Session in Banjul, The Gambia, 
from 4 to 18 November 2015. 
 The opening ceremony was 

graced by the presence of the 

Minister of Presidential Affairs, 

Secretary General and Head of 

the Civil Service of The Gambia, 

Honourable Lamin Nyabally, 

who declared the 57th Ordi-

nary Session open.  In his 

opening statement, Honour-

able Lamin Nyabally under-

scored the Commission’s hu-

man rights promotion and pro-

tection mandate under the 

African Charter on Human and 

Peoples’ Rights ratified by 

States Parties to serve the in-

terest of their people. In his 

statement, Honourable Lamin 

Page 6 CoRMSA newsletter November-December 2015 

CoRMSA Members During the members meeting November 2015 

CoRMSA Executive Director poses a photo with the 
current commissioner Pansy Tlakula in Banjul-
Gambia 



CoRMSA remains committed to promoting and 
protecting the rights of asylum seekers, refugees 
and migrants in the South Africa. Should you have 
any queries or would like to share any comments 
on any of the contents in this newsletter, do not 
hesitate to contact us at intern@cormsa.org.za or  

communications@cormsa.org.za.  

Yo u  c a n  a l s o  v i s i t  o ur  we bs i te : 
www.cormsa.org.za  

CoRMSA’S Commitment 

The CorMSA guide to services booklet remains a useful 
tool to be used by beneficiaries, CoRMSA member or-
ganisations and many other organisations working in the 
sector of refugees and migrants (locally, regionally and 
internationally). 

This booklet contains key information on different ser-
vice providers and Government Departments and it is 
updated annually. 

In order for us to include accurate information about 
your Organisation/Department, we kindly request you to 
send us your updated details for 2016. meaning your cur-
rent physical address, telephone number and fax, elec-
tronic mail address, and your area of focus/expertise.  

Thank you all. 

 

CoRMSA: Twitter : 

cormsa@cormsa 

Facebook: Consortium for 

Refugees and Migrants in 

South Africa  

 

 

 

 

CoRMSA offices: 

5th floor, 

Office  No. 501 

87 De Korte Street 

Heerengratch building 

Braamfontein 

Johannesburg  

South Africa 

 

Www.cormsa.org.za 
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Guide to Services for Refugees and Migrants in South 

Africa-booklet update for 2016 


