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NEWS RELEASE 
31 May 2011
Home Affairs Closure of the Refugee Reception Centre in Crown Mines will have severe economic impact on refugees and asylum seekers and cause untold administrative nightmares for them

JOHANNESBURG  –  The Department of Home Affairs has announced the closure of the only Refugee Reception Centre in Johannesburg at Crown Mines. This after it has lost an application brought by neighbouring businesses to shut the facility down as it was said to be a civil nuisance to the businesses in the area.
The effect of the court decision is that Home Affairs is closing the only centre in Johannesburg where asylum seekers and refugees can apply for asylum and they are redirecting all asylum applicants to Pretoria.
“We are deeply disturbed by the lack of planning on the part of the Department of Home Affairs, they were aware of this litigation from more than a year ago and yet made no attempt to put a contingency plan in place. It is unacceptable that poor and marginalised refugees will have to travel to Pretoria, at great personal cost, to receive permit extensions and other services,” said Sicel’mpilo Shange-Buthane the Director of the Consortium for Refugees and Migrants in South Africa (CORMSA). “Besides the economic hardships this decision means that refugees will face serious administrative difficulties because of their files being relocated. We remember when the office moved from Rosettenville to Crown Mines several years ago many applicants files were lost. They were asked by officials to lodge fresh applications only to find that they were subsequently charged with fraud for having duplicate applications in the asylum process” Shange-Buthane stated further. 
Shange-Buthane stated that: “DHA has been sued in the past because of a lack of effective systems to deal with asylum applications. They were forced to move from Rosettenville to Crown Mines due to similar complaints from surrounding businesses as those which have forced it to close its doors in Crown Mines. We are aware that in choosing a site in a semi-industrial area with  low traffic that DHA did engage on the issue of finding an appropriate place to house the centre. The outcome of the court case is however disappointing because we feel DHA could have more strongly made out a case which argued for the rights of asylum seekers to receive services in proximity to the areas in which they reside. We feel this judgement sets a bad precedent for government and local authorities in terms of leasing premises to deliver services to marginalised groups”
No attempt has been made by DHA to publicise this closure on a broader level timeously. This move certainly will disadvantage asylum seekers and refugees.  The minimum round-trip fare to go to Marabastad by bus is R80 -00 and asylum seekers are not always guaranteed to gain access to the office on the day they present themselves because of long queues. This means they will have to dig deep and possibly forgo food in trying to access services. 
Ronnie Marule, spokesperson for DHA confirmed to CORMSA today that the Department would not be appealing the decision.
CORMSA calls upon the DHA to provide clear and proper guidelines on transitional arrangements to all stakeholders and to advertise these as widely as possible. CORMSA also calls on DHA to source appropriate premises for housing a refugee office in Johannesburg which houses the most asylum seekers and refugees in the country. 
For more information please contact: 

Sicel’mpilo Shange-Buthane, Director Consortium for Refugees and Migrants in South Africa (CoRMSA); office+27 11 403 7560/2. Cell +27 83 257 9015.
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