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1st August 2008

CoRMSA CALLS FOR GOVERNMENT TO 

PUBLISH REINTEGRATION PLAN FOR VICTIMS OF XENOPHOBIC VIOLENCE

Tens of thousands were displaced by the May’s xenophobic violence. When the Government opened camps to protect the vulnerable, it promised the homeless that it would promote the peaceful and safe reintegration into South African communities. Yesterday, the Gauteng Provincial Government announced that by 15th August all of the safety sites will be closed. While we support the peaceful reintegration of non-nationals in South African communities, we have yet to see a plan for doing so. CoRMSA calls on the South African government to publish a workable reintegration plan before closing any settlement. 
Instead of publishing a workable plan, the Gauteng government has publicly announced that ‘reintegration is taking place smoothly’. Yet CoRMSA’s attempts to obtain a plan from government thus far have been unsuccessful. If there is such a lack of transparency over this process, is it any wonder that that the displaced communities are bewildered and apprehensive? Unless such a plan is published and clearly communicated to the displaced and the communities where they are to live, further confusion and conflict will follow. We have already seen the dangers of ill-planned reintegration in Cape Town and elsewhere. Let us try to avoid adding to the tragedies we have already seen.
CoRMSA and its partners approached the Gauteng Provincial Government with a workable reintegration strategy in early July but have yet to receive a formal response. This strategy was designed alongside broad representatives of civil society and incorporates the expertise of conflict resolution and peace building organisations. It aims to ensure that the rights of both the displaced foreign nationals as well as the communities from which they were displaced would be protected. It also addresses the source of the conflict to ensure no such violence is repeated. 
We urge the government to improve its communication with all stakeholders and acknowledge that for any reintegration process to work, government must engage a wide range of stakeholders. Such consultations have not yet happened. CoRMSA further urges the government to disclose its long-term reintegration strategy if there is any or work with those willing to contribute in developing the plan. Doing this effectively will mean welcoming civil society organizations’ offers of support and expertise. We must not forget that there is more at stake than the welfare of those displaced by the violence. Working together in an open, accountable, and responsible way will ultimately help to build a stronger and safer South Africa.
For further information please contact: 

Sicel’mpilo Shange-Buthane

011 717 4047 or 076 569 8364
Duncan Breen



011 717 4699 or 072 200 0383
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