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12th March 2008

CoRMSA AND LAWYERS FOR HUMAN RIGHTS CONDEMN POLICE CONDUCT WHEN CONDUCTING RAIDS

The Consortium for Refugees and Migrants in South Africa (CoRMSA) and Lawyers for Human Rights (LHR) condemn the conduct of the members of the South African Police Services (SAPS) that raided a number of clubs in Stellenbosch on 7th March 2008. This incident along with last month’s raid on the Central Methodist Church in Johannesburg raises broader questions of police conduct and accountability.
A number of similarities are clear when comparing the conduct of the SAPS in the raids in Stellenbosch and on the Central Methodist Church thus suggesting the urgent need for a review of the way in which police raids are conducted.
In the Stellenbosch raid:

· The owner of Die Mystic Boer was allegedly punched in the face after asking to see a search warrant. Police officials are obliged to provide a search warrant before entering the premises when conducting a raid.
· Police officers were accused of assaulting both male and female staff and patrons of the clubs. 
· Police were also accused of putting their hands in the underwear of female patrons – a violation of the patrons’ constitutional right to dignity.

· Individuals who questioned the conduct of the police or tried to take cellphone photos of the incident were allegedly assaulted.

· The presence of police in Kevlar vests and carrying firearms for a raid on student pubs appears unnecessary and suggests intimidation.
· The raid ultimately yielded little in the way of drugs therefore raising questions about the decision to raid these venues.

In the raid on the Methodist Church:

· Bishop Paul Verryn was allegedly assaulted by the SAPS officials after requesting to see a search warrant.

· People seeking sanctuary inside the church were allegedly assaulted by SAPS officials.

· A number of items were allegedly stolen by police officials including the contents of the Church’s poor relief funds.

· The large police presence was unnecessary for a raid inside a church and again indicates intimidation.
· The raid was reportedly conducted to for the purpose of recovering drugs and firearms yet no arrests on drug or firearms charges appear to have been made.
In both cases the raids appear well planned and executed which suggests the involvement of middle or senior SAPS officials. Issues of Constitutional awareness therefore also need to be addressed at this level within the SAPS.

Whilst the majority of the representatives of the SAPS are doing a good job under difficult circumstances, there are SAPS officials that are infringing on the rights of those the SAPS is supposed to serve and thereby compromising the SAPS’ reputation. The SAPS has the mandate to serve and protect all within South Africa’s borders. CoRMSA and LHR call on the Department of Safety and Security to make public the disciplinary measures it will employ to ensure such incidents are not repeated.
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