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PRESS RELEASE – 5th November 2007

CoRMSA calls on Mayor and Premier to Intervene in Cape Town Refugee Reception Office Crisis

Following the clash between asylum seekers and police outside the Cape Town Refugee Reception Office and the death of a Zimbabwean national in Cape Town allegedly due to starvation, the Consortium for Refugees and Migrants in South Africa (CoRMSA) has called on the offices of Mayor Helen Zille and Western Cape Premier Ebrahim Rasool to support an intervention to ameliorate the current crisis. This initiative is supported by the South African Human Rights Commission and Tutumike, a Cape-Town-based network of migrant organisations and service providers. 
The current crisis has been provoked by the inability of the Cape Town Refugee Reception Office to address demand for its services. Instead of protecting foreign nationals fleeing violence, persecution, and political crises, the lack of services provided by the office makes them vulnerable to arrest and deportation to where they could face a renewed threat. Moreover, without proper documentation, asylum seekers are unable to become self-reliant or access the socio-economic rights such as basic primary health care, which they are entitled to under South African law.

In June 2006, the Mayor’s Office signed a Declaration on Refugees’ Rights committing it to uphold and recognise the rights of refugees and asylum seekers in the city. The Premier’s Office has also publicly committed itself to protecting non-citizens living in the Western Cape.
Thursday’s incident comes despite the intervention of the Portfolio Committee on Home Affairs. Under this agreement, around 100 asylum seekers were to be issued with permits through a co-operation agreement with the DHA Barrack Street Immigration office. Whilst CoRMSA applauds efforts to address the crisis, it is concerned about the appropriateness of this initiative. Given the challenges of asylum law, it is unlikely that untrained immigration officials will provide services in line with legal requirements. 
In May 2007, Tutumike issued a report outlining the crisis at the Cape Town Refugee Reception Office and suggesting a way forward. The following month CoRMSA issued a report outlining these problems on a national level. But half a year later, no substantive action has been taken by the Department of Home Affairs (DHA). Tutumike and other CoRMSA members have also met with DHA representatives on a number of occasions outlining their concerns but not seen noticeable improvement.
CoRMSA further calls on the South African Police Services to respond to incidents at the Cape Town Refugee Reception Office and elsewhere in an appropriate manner where excessive force is not used. Whilst additional numbers of Zimbabweans have attempted to apply for asylum recently, these are long-standing issues that need to be addressed in a manner appropriate to the humanitarian context.
Service Providers Open Services to Asylum Seekers

In response to the death of Mr Adonis Musati on Friday, Cape Town-based NGOs The Service Dining Room and War Against Malnutrition, Tuberculosis and Hunger (WARMTH) have made the services of their soup kitchens available to asylum seekers. The Service Dining Room is located at 82 Canterbury Street in Gardens and provides meals for 5c between 12.45 and 1pm each day. They can be contacted on 021 465 2390. WARMTH can be contacted on 021 696 1313.

The Haven Night Shelters have also indicated that their shelters are available to those with or without documents. The Haven operates a number of shelters including one in District Six and one in Napier Street. The Haven Night Shelters can be contacted on 021 461 7830.
For additional details, please contact

CoRMSA: 
Duncan Breen  or


Mpilo Shange-Buthane on 011 717 4047

Tutumike: 
Fatima Khan, UCT Law Clinic 021 650 3775.

Malnutrition, Tuberculosis and Hunger
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Office 5B, South West Engineering Building, University of the Witwatersrand, Braamfontein, Johannesburg, South Africa. 
PO Box 358, Wits, 2050. Tel: +27 11 717 4047. Fax: +27 11 717 4040. Reg No 010-387-NPO.
PAGE  
2
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Office 5B, South West Engineering Building, University of the Witwatersrand, Braamfontein, Johannesburg, South Africa. 
PO Box 358, Wits, 2050. Tel: +27 11 717 4047. Fax: +27 11 717 4040. Reg No 010-387-NPO. 


[image: image1.jpg]