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15th May 2008

CoRMSA Press Release - Xenophobic Attacks ‘Not a Crisis’?

The Consortium for Refugees and Migrants in South Africa (CoRMSA) disputes Safety and Security Minister Charles Nqakula’s statement that the current wave of violent xenophobic attacks does not constitute a crisis. Minister Nqakula was quoted as stating: “It is only a problem, but if it were a crisis, it would be happening right across the country”
. The fact that such incidents of mob violence targeting non-nationals have previously taken place in every province in the country including 14 major incidents in different provinces since September 2007 can leave little doubt that this in fact a national crisis requiring urgent attention at the most senior level of government. Since the attacks in Alexandra, there have been new attacks in Diepsloot and Olifantsfontein, both in Gauteng. CoRMSA has also been receiving news of imminent attacks in other locations.
Sites of Major Xenophobic Attacks since September 2007

Delmas, Mpumalanga – September 2007

Mooiplaas, Gauteng – December 2007
Hebron, North West – December 2007
Plastic View, Gauteng – December 2007
Soshanguve, Gauteng – December 2007
Jeffrey's Bay, Eastern Cape – January 2008
Kroonstad, Free State – February 2008
Valhalla Park, Western Cape – February 2008
Itireleng, Gauteng – February 2008
Atteridgeville, Gauteng – March 2008
Klipgat, North West – March 2008
Worcester, Western Cape- March 2008
Mamelodi, Gauteng – April 2008
Alexandra, Gauteng – May 2008

Diepsloot, Gauteng – May 2008

Olifantsfontein, Gauteng – May 2008

On Tuesday 13th May, CoRMSA issued a call for the Presidency to take the lead in developing a comprehensive national strategy to combat xenophobia in the country that would involve co-ordination between key government departments including the Departments of Home Affairs, Provincial and Local Government, Safety and Security, Justice, Foreign Affairs, Health, and Housing. 
Discussions in the media suggest that perceptions around non-nationals being responsible for crime and ‘stealing’ jobs from South Africans are responsible for the violence. Whilst these may be contributing factors, the underlying factors responsible for the violence relate more to the dysfunction of the structures of governance and an inability of current structures to address conflict at the local level.
Many of the incidents of mob violence targeting non-nationals have taken place in areas where there is a poor level of service delivery and a low level of law enforcement. It is also clear that there is a lack of trust in formal conflict resolution structures such as local ward councillors to be able to resolve the communities’ grievances hence the perception that such vigilante action is necessary. Rising food prices and ongoing electricity cuts may have further increased community dissatisfaction and it is this dissatisfaction that should be targeting the political leaders but is currently being manipulated by individuals at a local level towards non-nationals who are thus being made the scapegoats for individuals’ frustrations. In many cases, community members are aware of who is instigating the attacks on non-nationals but appear to have a lack of faith in the police and justice system and thus do not report this. 
Whilst some political figures have expressed sympathy with communities’ plights regarding the challenges around service delivery and employment, it must be recognised that poverty, inequality and dissatisfaction with services do not automatically lead to violence of the nature which is being seen in Alexandra and has been seen elsewhere. This is a critical reflection of the way many communities feel alienated from local structures of governance and do not trust such structures to resolve their grievances. It is these structures that need to be critically reviewed by government to ensure that conflict at a local level can be addressed before it spirals into the violence that is taking place in Alexandra.
Xenophobia is not a new phenomenon in South Africa. The dangers it poses have been highlighted in previous reports by CoRMSA and its predecessor the National Consortium for Refugee Affairs for the past two years. CoRMSA has been engaging with government departments and the Tackling Xenophobia Working Group on this issue but immediate action is necessary from the Presidency in developing a comprehensive strategy to combat xenophobia across the country.
For more information contact:

· Consortium for Refugees and Migrants in South Africa

· Sicel’mpilo Shange-Buthane 011 717 4047 or 076 569 8364
· Duncan Breen 011 717 4699 or 072 200 0383
· Forced Migration Studies Programme

· Dr Loren Landau 011 717 4033 or 083 453 4183
� Minister Nqakula was quoted in the Pretoria News on 14th May 2008 responding to the attacks in Alexandra, Gauteng.
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