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CoRMSA calls on the Presidency to take the Lead in Combating Xenophobia in South Africa

The Consortium for Refugees and Migrants in South Africa (CoRMSA) condemns the violence against non-nationals in Alexandra, Gauteng and calls for strong leadership from the Presidency in addressing xenophobia in South Africa. Despite repeated calls over the past 18 months from civil society, there is no co-ordinated strategy on the part of government to address mob violence targeting non-nationals and this requires the leadership of the Presidency to set up an inter-departmental Task Team to address this ongoing crisis in the country. 
Below is a list of recent incidents of community mob violence targeting non-nationals. The response to such attacks has been sporadic, lacked cohesion and been unsustained. 
Mooiplaas, Gauteng – December 2007
Hebron, North West – December 2007
Plastic View, Gauteng – December 2007
Soshanguve, Gauteng – December 2007
Jeffrey's Bay, Eastern Cape – January 2008
Kroonstad, Free State – February 2008
Valhalla Park, Western Cape – February 2008
Itireleng, Gauteng – February 2008
Atteridgeville, Gauteng – March 2008
Klipgat, North West – March 2008
Worcester, Western Cape- March 2008
Mamelodi, Gauteng – April 2008
Alexandra, Gauteng – May 2008

These are hate crimes and such violence against non-nationals cannot be treated as isolated incidents, but rather as a national crisis. There is thus a need for a comprehensive national strategy to combat and address xenophobic violence which involves multiple government departments and includes a strategy to provide assistance to those displaced by xenophobic violence. Such a strategy will also need to provide clear guidelines to the South African Police Services (SAPS) so that a consistent approach ensuring the safety of all is adopted when such incidents arise.
Important elements of such a strategy would include:
· Addressing the source of conflict involving non-nationals in communities rather than deporting non-nationals thus facilitating a form of ‘ethnic cleansing’.
· Strengthening mechanisms of conflict prevention and resolution in communities and empower local government to deal with such conflicts.
· Mechanisms to reintegrate those displaced by xenophobic violence back into the communities including structures to guarantee their safety on return.
· Support the inclusion of non-nationals in community structures such as Community Policing Forums so that such conflicts can be addressed at a local level before they escalate.
· Engaging with civil society to jointly find solutions to some of the causal factors of xenophobic violence.

· Passing legislation targeting ‘hate crimes’ to serve as a powerful deterrent.
For more information, please contact:
Consortium for Refugees and Migrants in South Africa:

· Sicel’mpilo Shange-Buthane: 011 717 4047 or 076 569 8364

· Duncan Breen: 011 717 4699 or 072 2000 383.
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